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4.  Lermontov, MTSYRI 
 Mtsyri -- published as Lermontov's Novice (Mtsyri), accented Russian text, with  intro., 
notes and vocab. by J. D. Duff (Cambridge U.P., 1919).  Long out of print,  but in some 
libraries. 
 Stikhotvoreniya.  Poemy.  Russkii yazyk, 1988.  (Includes Mtsyri.  Bilingual text  with 
notes.) 
 
5.  Blok, NA POLE KULIKOVOM, DVENADTSAT. 
 Both texts are available in Selected Poems of Aleksandr Blok, ed. J. Woodward,  various 
edns., most recently Bristol Classical Press. 
 
6.  Akhmatova, REKVIEM 
 An annotated edition will be supplied by the Faculty Office, 41 Wellington  

Square, when you reach Oxford; the text also appears in most post-1987 collections of 
Akhmatova’s work. 

 
7. Dovlatov, CHEMODAN 

We will supply a copy of this text when you reach Oxford, though if you happen  
to be in Russia and can pick up a paperback edition, by all means do. The text is  
also available on the Internet: see the writer’s official site  
http://www.sergeidovlatov.com/ 

 
8.  Derzhavin, FELITSA 

A Faculty annotated edition will be supplied when you reach Oxford; the text also  
appears in all standard editions of Derzhavin’s work.  

 
D. BACKGROUND READING 
 
 Your first and absolute priority should be to read at least some of the Prelims texts before 

you come up. Critical literature on the texts themselves will be indicated when you get 
here.  However, background reading such as the following would be useful, provided you 
do not use it as a substitute for reading texts:- 

 N.B. These are suggestions – you do not have to read these particular works if you find 
them hard to get hold of. 

 
 i) General cultural and literary background, e.g.: 
  The Cambridge Encyclopaedia of Russian and the Soviet Union. 
  N. Rzhevsky (ed.) The Cambridge Companion to Modern Russian Culture 

(Cambridge U. P. 1998; there is also a revised edn., 2012). 
  V. Terras (ed.), Handbook of Russian Literature (Yale U.P.: very useful, although not 

covering much of the post-Soviet period :  it is worth buying this if you can



 4 

  Evgeny Dobrenko and Galin Tihanov, A History of Russian Literary Theory and 
Criticism (2011). 

  Andrew Kahn, Mark Lipovetsky, and Stephanie Sandler, A History of Russian 
Literature (Oxford, 2018).  

  Older studies include D. Mirsky, A History of Russian Literature (still a classic);  R. 
Hingley, Russian Writers and Soviet Society 1825-1904 (crisply written and 
opinionated as well as informative). C. Moser (ed.), The Cambridge History of 
Russian Literature (generally solid, though the standard of the contributions is 
variable – the chapter on early C20 poetry, for instance, is not too good at all).  

  
 Some of these titles are out of print, but a lot of libraries have them, or you may be  
 able to pick up a secondhand copy. 
 
  
 ii) Russian history, e.g.: 
  J. Westward, Endurance and Endeavour:  Russian History from 1801 (OUP) 
  G. Hosking, A History of the Soviet Union:  Final Edition 
  I. De Madariaga, Catherine the Great: A Short History 
  S. Fitzpatrick, Everyday Stalinism, especially Chapter 1. 
  S. Sebag-Montefiore, Prince of Princes: The Life of Potemkin. 

-- and also the recent books on the Russian Revolution from Mark D. Steinberg, Laura 
Engelstein, and Stephen A. Smith (2017). Stephen A. Smith’s Very Short Introduction to 
the Russian Revolution and Stephen Lovell’s Very Short Introduction to the Soviet Union 
are excellent modern compressed overviews. 

 
E. RUSSIAN LANGUAGE 
 
 If your grammar is rusty or has serious gaps, remember that the language side of the 
course here emphasizes formal written skills and you will not have a better opportunity to revise 
them th 
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